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<Abstract>

A Suggestion for Translation of “I:"tl17§§l nyay”
in 1 Samuel 10:5a through the Study of Political Relations
between the Kingdom of Saul and the Philistines

Keungjae Lee
(Mokwon University)

The Philistines are closely connected with the beginning of the kingdom of
Saul. For this reason, many scholars have argued that the military threat of the
Philistines was one of the most important causes of the birth of Saul’s Kingdom.
However, this argument has been criticized for overlooking various complex
factors such as the corruption of judicial system, Israel’s internal demands on the
kingdom, temporary collapse of the great powers around Israel, and the social
and economic development of Israel.

First of all, this study argues that the beginning of Saul’s kingdom has nothing
to do with the military threat of the Philistines. On the contrary, the birth of
Saul’s Kingdom was possible under the permission of the Philistines. This
argument is convincing because even after Saul became the king of Israel, the
Philistine army was still stationed in places like Geba (1Sa 13:3) and Michmas
(1Sa 13:23) which were the territory of the tribe of Benjamin, the strongest
support base of the kingdom of Saul.

The key phrase of this study, 27587 nva3 (1Sa 10:5), also confirms that
the garrison of the Philistines was stationed in that area. The prototype of the
noun of NY23 is MY23 in the Old Testament, which means ‘hill’ or the City
‘Gibeah’. This means that there are two possible translations of the phrase
D’rﬁgﬁq nu2a, that is  ‘the hill of God’ or ‘Gibeah of God’. But most Korean
Bible versions translated the phrase as ‘the hill of God’.

However, this study proposes to translate it into ‘Gibeah of God’. ‘Gibeah’
mentioned in this verse signifies the same city of Saul’s hometown Gibeah (1Sa
10:26; 11:4), the first capital of the kingdom of Saul. This expression has the
following theological implications: First, Saul’s kingdom was permitted by God.
Second, God will protect Gibeah, the capital of the kingdom of Saul. For this
reason, this study suggests to translate 27587 Ny mentioned in 1 Samuel
10:5a into ‘Gibeah of God’.



